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front lines of disaster prevention and response
for more than a century. This elite humani-
tarian society is among the most effective and
recognized disaster relief organizations in the
world. We have an opportunity this month to
recognize the essential role the Red Cross
plays in our communities. Since President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt served in office,
every President of the United States has pro-
claimed March to be “Red Cross Month.”

The Red Cross responds to more than
70,000 natural and manmade disasters each
year, caring for victims of fires, floods, hurri-
canes, hazardous materials spills, explosions,
and many other kinds of incidents. Volunteers
provide food, shelter, and health services to
meet the most basic human needs of victims
and first responders. The Red Cross also pro-
vides critical blood supplies to hospitals, first
aid classes to the public, and disaster aid to
the international community.

In responding to disasters small or large,
the Red Cross has proven its incomparable
worth time and again for over 127 years. Just
this month in my district in New York, fire de-
stroyed a North Massapequa home, and Nas-
sau County’s Red Cross arrived on the scene
to offer assistance. Timely response to such
daily but devastating small-scale disasters is
one of the Red Cross’ most important humani-
tarian services.

Large-scale disasters also demonstrate
major successes. Immediately following the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, relief
workers rushed to the World Trade Center, to
the Pentagon, and to the fields of Shanksville,
Pennsylvania. The Red Cross played an in-
valuable role in assisting over 59,000 individ-
uals and families affected by those horrific
acts of terror.

No matter the response, volunteers are the
key to Red Cross efforts, representing 96 per-
cent of the organization’s workforce. They
cannot do what they do without the support of
donated manpower, finding, and supplies. The
Red Cross, the dedicated individuals who
serve in the organization, and the thousands
of citizens who fund relief efforts epitomize the
humanitarian spirit of the American people.

I join with my colleagues today to recognize
the Red Cross, and thank the organization’s
staff and volunteers for all of their continued
assistance to American communities.

——————

THE BULLYING AND GANG REDUC-
TION FOR IMPROVED EDUCATION
ACT

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2009

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, today, Mr. EHLERS and | are
introducing the Bullying and Gang Reduction
for Improved Education Act. It is time that we
recognize bullying and gangs as serious prob-
lems that impede student achievement.

Bullying, harassment, and gang-related ac-
tivity have serious consequences for schools
and students. Nearly 40% of middle-school
and high-school students report that they do
not feel safe at school. Children who are
bullied miss more school, have lower self-es-
teem, and are more likely to commit suicide
than those who are not.
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According to young people themselves, one
reason they get involved in gang activity is to
seek protection from bullying. We cannot ad-
dress one without addressing the other.

Contrary to popular belief, bullying is neither
a minor nuisance, something to be laughed at
or ignored. It is not a rite of passage, but in-
stead interferes with a child’s right to attend
school and learn. Although any child may be
bullied, some children face much greater risks
than others. Children who are obese and
those whom others perceive to be gay or les-
bian are especially at risk.

Violence in our schools caused by gang ac-
tivity and bullying can cause childhood trauma,
depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress
disorder. These conditions are not conducive
to learning. Youth involved in gang activity
also have lower expectations about their edu-
cational attainment.

The Bullying and Gang Reduction for Im-
proved Education Act would take important
steps to address these issues by allowing
states and localities to use Safe Schools funds
for comprehensive bullying and gang preven-
tion programs.

| urge my colleagues to take a stand. All
children, especially societies most vulnerable,
deserve their support of the Bullying and Gang
Prevention for Improved Education Act.

—————
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Market Street Mission
in Morristown, Morris County, New Jersey, a
vibrant community | am proud to represent.
On March 18, 2009, the good citizens of New
Jersey will celebrate the Market Street Mis-
sion’s 120th Anniversary.

The aim of the Market Street Mission is to
assist those who are “homeless, helpless and
hopeless” in northern New Jersey, through
physical, emotional, and spiritual support that
will guide them toward responsible and pro-
ductive lives. The Market Street Mission is an
experienced organization with a proven meth-
od of helping to fight alcoholism, drug abuse,
and homelessness in the Northern New Jer-
sey Area. We need the Market Street Mission
and more places like it.

The Market Street Mission was established
in 1889 by the Reverend Dr. F.W. Owen and
his wife, Mrs. Louisa Graves Owen, as a resi-
dential program for alcoholic husbands in the
Morristown area. With support from the South
Street Presbyterian Church, the Mission pro-
vided meals, lodging, clothing, and temporary
employment for homeless men. Over the
years, the Market Street Mission has grown in
scope and size.

During the Great Depression, the Market
Street Mission ended its affiliation with the
Presbyterian Church and added the “Industrial
Department,” a self-supporting thrift store that
provided jobs during difficult economic times.
Today, residents of the Mission work at the In-
dustrial Department as part of the successful
“New Reality of Recovery” program. The Mar-
ket Street Mission also has an Emergency As-
sistance program that provides meals and
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lodging for disadvantaged men, women, and
children.

Led by Executive Director G. David Scott,
the Market Street Mission continues to offer
indispensable support and rehabilitation to
those in need.

Madam Speaker, | urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Mar-
ket Street Mission, as well as G. David Scott,
on the celebration of 120 years serving the
people of Northern New Jersey.

———————
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Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and report the passing
of an American patriot and a neighbor, Colo-
nel Nicholas George “Nick” Psaki, Jr., of
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. Colonel Psaki
passed away on the afternoon of March 14th
at the age of 89.

The passing of Colonel Psaki is yet another
reminder for all of us that we are losing a gen-
eration of great Americans who served their
country in the wars that shaped the world we
live in today. The lives and the stories of these
Americans, the members of the Greatest Gen-
eration, must never be forgotten.

Colonel Psaki was truly a part of that Great-
est Generation. He fought with distinction in
three wars, seeing combat in World War Il, the
Korean War and Vietnam. Colonel Psaki made
his mark on the golden age of Army aviation
and retired from the Army a veteran pilot with
over 5,000 hours in flight time spent in fixed
and rotary wing aircraft.

Throughout his distinguished military career,
Colonel Psaki received numerous medals and
commendations for his service to his nation.
Among those decorations are the Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross, the Purple Heart, the Silver Star,
the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with 1st
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Combat Infantry Badge
Second Award, the Master Army Aviator
Wings, as well as numerous campaign ribbons
and service merit badges.

In addition to his combat service, Colonel
Psaki was a graduate of the Command and
General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, as well as the Armed Forces Staff
College at Norfolk, Virginia, and the U.S. Army
War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Pre-
ceding these military degrees, Colonel Psaki
attended Kings College in New York and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in history from the
University of Southern California. He is sur-
vived by his wife Cindy, his son Nicholas,
daughters Diane, Denise, Regina, and Alex-
andra, three grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

Colonel Nick Psaki was a patriot, a family
man and an active civic member. For all who
came in contact with him, Nicholas Psaki will
be remembered as a gentleman who exempli-
fied quiet dignity, thoughtfulness and gen-
erosity. Colonel Psaki was a class act in and
out of uniform and his absence will be notice-
ably felt by a grateful nation and by all who
knew him.

My thoughts and prayers and those of my
constituents are with the members of the
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